
 Cold, tired, and exhausted from a fruitless night of fishing, the apostles didn’t hold out 

much hope when Jesus asked them to try one more time. “Put out into deep water and lower your 

nets for a catch” (Lk 5:4). Perhaps doubtful, but at least obedient, they tried one more time. 

“When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing” (Lk 

5:6). “Unless the LORD build the house, they labor in vain who build. Unless the LORD guard the 

city, in vain does the guard keep watch” (Ps 127:1-2). Alone, we often fail. In the face or our 

own human limitations or the obstacles that others put in our way, an empty net is often the only 

fruit of our labor. With trust in Jesus, the barren lake becomes a fertile fishing spot, and the nets 

are overflowing.  

 In the midst of the never-ending pandemic, there is a similar sense of exhaustion. It is as 

if the world has been fishing not simply all night long but for almost two years. A recent study 

by Johns Hopkins University captures the futility of many efforts. “We find no evidence that 

lockdowns, school closures, border closures, and limiting gatherings have had a noticeable effect 

on COVID-19 mortality… The study concluded that lockdowns “have contributed to reducing 

economic activity, raising unemployment, reducing schooling, causing political unrest, 

contributing to domestic violence, and undermining liberal democracy.”i  

 But lest we put all of our eggs in one scientific basket, no doubt there will be other 

studies. And some will tout the effectiveness of methods hat have helped to mitigate the spread 

of the virus. Since the days of Saint Mary Ann Cope in the 19th century, simple procedures like 

washing your hands have been and continue to be very effective in helping to stem the spread of 

disease. Science has offered great benefits to our way of life, but it will always be in search of 

the truth.  

 If we are looking for unchanging truth than we must look to God. Like the Apostles, cold, 

tired, and exhausted from fruitless efforts, we may not hold out much hope for the next public 

health proclamation. Amidst this sea of uncertainty, we look to Jesus, the way, the truth and the 

life. Christians have hope because we believe that God is with us. Short of the Immaculate 

Conception and the Annunciation, we know that sin has spread into every human heart and casts 

a long shadow throughout all of history. The shadow of the cross casts a longer shadow. Jesus 

has conquered sin and death.  

 In Jesus Christ we have reason to hope. God is with us. We believe in the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting. With nets empty after efforts on our own, 

Jesus challenges us to cast those nets into a world which is afraid, disorientated, and threatened 

in order to bring up a catch that will fill the boats. The voice of Jesus continues to call out to 

every generation: “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch” (Lk 5:4).  

Jesus calls everyone to holiness. He wants to light every heart on fire. But he does not 

want to do it on his own. He wants us to follow him, to cast our nets even in great uncertainty 

and to trust him to see us through any obstacle. Not on our own, but with the help of Jesus, we 

can fill our nets to overflowing.  

Let us respond like those first apostles casting into the deep and working with Jesus to 

invite others to follow the call of our risen Savior. “‘See, now that this has touched your lips, 

your wickedness is removed, your sin purged. Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom 

shall I send?  Who will go for us?’” (Is 67:6-8). Who will cast the net into the sea? 

 

 
 

i health.wusf.usf.edu/health-news-florida/2022-02-02/a-johns-hopkins-study-says-ill-founded-lockdowns-did-little-

to-limit-covid-deaths 


